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download a free scanned copy of the original book (without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not
illustrated. 1852 Excerpt: . . . shook at me for asking that question. | should have been thought mad--perhaps
worse. But we live in better times, thanks be. Youve been told afore, most of you, no doubt, that water, when
quite neat, which you cant get, except by distilling of it, is made of oxygen and hydrogen, which are two sorts of
gas; that is, when separated one from the other, as can be done by galvanism and other ways and means, and
collected apart. Rain-water, fresh from the clouds, contains a little fixed air besides; the same air that comes
out of soda-water and ginger beer: what they call carbonic acid; namely, carbon, the same thing as charcoal,
turned into gas by being combined, as the word is, with oxygen. What river-water contains depends a good deal
on what goes into the river; the idea whereof may be left to imagination, with the hope it wont disorder the
stomach. Same with well-water drawn from nigh sewers and churchyards. Besides these things, which have no
business in water, both river and well-water contain various salts, more or less. Theres carbonate of lime in em,
carbonate of magnesia, carbonate of potash, now and then sulphate of iron, and so on, according to the soil
they run through, or spring out of. Sulphate and carbonate of lime (in other words, plaster of Paris and chalk)
cause water to be, what is called, hard; which is bad and wasteful for making tea; but...
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