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illustrated. 1919 edition. Excerpt: . . . determine whether or not the balloon is rising or falling. If a tissue sheet
falls, the balloon is rising; if it rises. the balloon is descending. It is not possible to tell by the eye or other
sensation whether one is rising or falling as there is no sensation except that of motionless suspension. I The
statoscope, altimeter, and barographs are instruments showing the rate of ascent or descent, and, in the case
of the barograph an ink record is made of every portion of the journey. As the mass of gas in the balloon is very
susceptible to heat and cold, a delicate thermometer, or better yet, a finely adjusted thermograph, is necessary
to anticipate temperature changes. On the outside of the basket are hung canvas water bottles. life preservers,
and a heavy anchor attached to about a hundred feet of rope. In addition to the preserved food carried within
the basket, the supply of water is essential in this region because of the proximity of the desert and the life
preservers for the like proximity to the sea. The anchor is used to retard flight when about to make a landing
and not to hold the balloon. The most useful apparatus is the drag-rope which is a 300- . -inch rope, made into
a ball and suspended from the side of the basket. The fastenings of the drag-rope are cut just when it is decided
to make a landing. The rope trails on...
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