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Brand New Book. Over the last few decades, the Supreme Court and the federal appellate courts have
undergone a dramatic shi  to the right, the result of a determined e ort by right-wing lawmakers and
presidents to reinterpret the Constitution by reshaping the judiciary. Conservative activist justices have
narrowed the scope of the Constitution, denying its protections to millions of Americans, exactly as the
lawmakers who appointed and confirmed these jurists intended. Basic long-standing principles of
constitutional law have been overturned by the Rehnquist and Roberts courts. As distinguished law professor
and constitutional expert Erwin Chemerinsky demonstrates in this invaluable book, these changes a ect the
lives of every American. As a result of political pressure from conservatives and a series of Supreme Court
decisions, our public schools are increasingly separate and unequal, to the great disadvantage of poor and
minority students. Right-wing politicians and justices are dismantling the wall separating church and state,
allowing ever greater government support for religion. With the blessing of the Supreme Court, absurdly harsh
sentences are being handed down to criminal defendants, such as life sentences for shopli ing and other petty
o enses. Even in death penalty cases, defendants are being denied the right to competent counsel at trial, and
as a result innocent people have been convicted and sentenced to death. Right-wing politicians complain that
government is too big and intrusive while at the same time they are only too happy to insert the government
into the most intimate aspects of the private lives of citizens when doing so conforms to conservative morality.
Conservative activist judges say that the Constitution gives people an inherent right to own firearms but not to
make their own medical decisions. In some states it...
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