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MacDonald was a Scottish clergyman of the mid-to-late 19th
century, now known best for a variety of childrens fantasies,
such as The Princess and the Goblin (made into a moderately
successful animated feature), The Princess and Curdie, and the
remarkable At the Back of the North Wind, as well as such
adult novels as Lilith. Those are novels, but he also wrote some
shorter pieces, perhaps aimed at a slightly younger audience
(though very enjoyable for all ages). The Light Princess is one
of these. It is the tale of a princess who is cursed by a mean,
jealous, witch so that she has no gravity. The book is full of
puns, so MacDonald makes much both of her weightlessness,
and the lack of gravity in her character. Naturally her parents
are upset and try to have her cured, but to no avail (although
the efforts of a couple of Chinese philosophers to provide a
cure are rendered amusingly). However the Princess is quite
happy with her light state (of course it is in her nature to...
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